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January 22nd, 1846. Ulcers on the legs improved;
finger still mnore contracted; health itmproved.

25tb. Mr. Cox divided the tendon with one of
Fergusson's knives, making a subcutaneouis section at
the base of the first phalanx, without much apparent
benefit; the fascia was then divided without any improve-
ment in the motion of the finger. With the consent of
the patient amputation was performed At the articula-
tion of the first with the second phalanx, an anterior
and posterior flap being formed; the synovial mem-
brane was scraped off; one small artery required tor-
sion; the edges of the wouud were brought togetlher
by adhesive plaster; the joint was found anchylosed
completely on one side. The patient bore the opera-
tion very well.

29th. Dressings removed; the wound looks very
healthy; little discharge; complains of no pain.

February 1st. Stump looks well, rapidly healing;
no pain; bealtlhy, but slight discharge.

4th. Nearly healed; bowels rather costive. To take
a dose of purgatire mnedicine.

8th. Bowels regular, quite open; wound entirely
healed with the exception on one small place on its
inner side.

12th. Finger quite healed; no pain in the stump.

Remarks.-In contraction of the fingers, Dupuytren
asserts that the fascia itself is the chief cause; but the
dissections of Dr. Goyrand and others lhave shewn,
that thle cellular tissue between the skin and palmar
aponeurosis usually occasions it. At first sight the
flexor tendons seem to be the cause of this distortion.
In this instance, in which the contraction was extreme,
it appears as if the skin, cellular tissue, fascia, and
even tendons, all conduced to produce the deformity;
when divided, extension was prevented by the partial
anchylosis 6f the joint, doubtless produced by the loss
of motion for a long period.

rt has been asserted that miners, gardeners, carpen.
ters, &c., whose employments cause much pressure on
the palm, are more subject to this condition than others.
Mr. Liston states that the most severe cases of chronic
thickening and contraction of the palmar aponeurosis,
occur in those who are in the frequent habit of playing
on stringed instrumuents-fiddlers for instance. He
believes the disease incurable.

Stromeyer was the first who clearly pointed out the
advantages of the subcutaneous incision. If the tendon
be cut, and an extensive division of the skin covering
it be made, suppuration is likely to follow.
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As the time is now drawing near in which it will
be desirable once more to make known to Her
Majesty's Government, the requirements of the
members of the Medical Profession for a reform of
their institutions, it will be borne in mibnd that
other objects in addition to registration require
attention. The registration is important as a
preliminary measure, as at once drawing a broad,
ntelligible, andcstrongly-marked line of distinction

between the qualified medical practitioner and the
unqualified pretender; but thte members of the Pro-
vincial Medicail and Surgical Association will not
forget the principles adopted, and from the first
contended for, by the Association. They will bear
in mind thiat the Associationi stands pledged to a
stifficient primary qualification for all who enter the
medical profession, to the securing to all so qualified
equal rights of practice, and to the attainment of
the representative system in the Councils and
governing bodies of the several institutions.

The Moral Aspects of Medicail Life, consisting of the
'AKESIOS' of Professor K. F. H. Marx. Translated
from the German. WUtl Biographical Notices and
Illustrative Retmarks. By JAMRS MACKNESS, M.D.,
Member of the Colege of Physicians, Consulting
Physician to the Hastings Dispensary. London:
1846. Post 8vo., pp. 348.

The ' Akesios' of Professor Marx consists of a series
of letters addressed to deceased members of the
Medical Profession, and containing brief notices and
allusions to certain of the leading characteristics of
their earthly career. The letters are twelve in number,
and are severally inscribed to Stieglitz; Petrus de
Apono; George Cheyne; James Gregory; Albert
Tbaer ; Lettsome; Tulpius ; Philip Pinel; Mead ;
Desgenettes; and Boerbaave. Occasion is thus afforded
to the author for pointing out those principles by
which the physician should be governed in his indi-
vidual, social, and professional relations; and conse-
quently of illustrating many important questions of
medical ethics. Dr. Mackness hlas amplified and
extended the idea. He prefixes a slhort biographical
notice to each letter, and appends a comnmentary on
thle sentiments expressed therein, applying the princi-
ples developed to the condition of the profession in
the present time. The work as it stands, thus forms,
if not a complete system of medical ethics, at least an
exposition of tlhe duties of the medical practitioner
to his patients, to his professional bretlhren, and to the
public, in many of the circtimstances in which lhe is
likely to be placed.
We extract the annexed curious scale of temperance

from the letter to Dr. Cheyne, where it is inserted by
Marx, with an inquiry as to the inventor of it. Dr.
Lftsome appears to have been the original constructor
of this scale? having derived the idea from Dr. Rush,
to whom indeed it has been attributed. Our friends,
the lee-totallers, will scarcely agree with the scale, At
least in the fixing of the zero, but they will regard it
as a step in the right ditection at the time when it was
made, and they may felicitate themselves in the out-
line of Cheyne's personal experience, given lay Dr.
Mackness, as approaching much more nearly to their
views of temperance than the scale itself,


